SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JAN. 10 • 6:30 - 8:00 P.M.
Welcome
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What does it mean to be human
and to live a fulfilled life?
SATURDAY, JAN. 11
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8:30-9:45 a.m.
What does the Bible really say
about homosexuality?
Break • 9:45-10:00
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10:00-11:00
Transgenderism: Understanding
Its Anthropology and Assessing
Its Hope for Wholeness
Break • 11:00-11:15
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11:15-12:15 p.m.
The Biblical View of Gender:
Understanding Its Anthropology
and Assessing Its Hope for
Wholeness
(Turn in questions for Q&A)

Lunch • 12:15-1:00
1:00-1:45
Panel and Q&A
Break • 1:45-2:00
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2:00-3:00
What does it look like to live
graciously in a post-Christian
society?
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human identity.
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GENESIS 1
In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. 2 The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.
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And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from
the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
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And God said, “Let there be an expanse in
the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made
the expanse and separated the waters that
were under the expanse from the waters that
were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And
God called the expanse Heaven. And there
was evening and there was morning, the
second day.
6

And God said, “Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10
God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.
9

And God said, “Let the earth sprout
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it
was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. 13 And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night. And let them be for signs and
for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let
them be lights in the expanse of the heavens
to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
16
And God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser
light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And
God set them in the expanse of the heavens
to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it
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was good. 19 And there was evening and there
was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the expanse of
the heavens.” 21 So God created the great
sea creatures and every living creature
that moves, with which the waters swarm,
according to their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23
And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
20

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth
living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of
the earth according to their kinds.” And it was
so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth
according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that
creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God
said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the heavens and over the livestock and over
all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.”
24

So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. 28And God blessed
them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And
God said, “Behold, I have given you every
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit.
You shall have them for food. 30 And to every
beast of the earth and to every bird of the
heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of
life, I have given every green plant for food.”
And it was so. 31 And God saw everything
that he had made, and behold, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
27
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN
AND TO LIVE A FULFILLED LIFE?

1

INTRODUCTION • SEX AND THE CULTURAL MOMENT:
CONFUSION, EXHAUSTION AND FEAR

?

What does it mean to be human and to live a fulfilled life?

THREE ASSUMPTIONS
We are all committed to the Lordship of Christ.
We all believe that the Bible is God’s word.
We are all sexually broken people.
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THE AMERICAN VIEW OF OUR HUMANITY

In American society to be human is to
be a free and autonomous individual
unfettered in his or her pursuit of
happiness. This is the essence of
personal fulfillment.
Americans are a people who worship
personal liberty and the pursuit of
happiness so much so that these
two things have come to define what
it means to be human in modern
America.

FREEDOM FROM
Freedom from is freedom from external
constraints. Freedom from those
obligations and expectations placed
on us by others. This includes religious
practices, social norms and family
expectations.
FREEDOM TO
Freedom to is the freedom to define
who we are and to pursue that identity
without constraint or criticism.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN
AND TO LIVE A FULFILLED LIFE?
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THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF OUR HUMANITY

In order to ascertain the biblical view
of our humanity we must begin at the
beginning: Genesis 1-3.

GENESIS 3
To be human is to be sinful, broken and
in need of redemption.

GENESIS 1-2
• To be human is to bear the
divine image.

THE BIBLICAL STORY ABOUT SEX
• Sex is good and part of God’s
design. It is governed by his
purposes and not by the shape of
our desires.

•

To be human is to receive a
divine vocation.

•

To be human is to be an
object of divine love.

•

To be human is to be invited
into divine fellowship.

•

Our sexuality is broken and needs
to be healed.

In our culture sex finds meaning as the
expression of desire. In Scripture, sex
finds meaning as the expression of God’s
design.
In other words, we do not have to look
within ourselves to discover how or what
sex should be.
We must look to Scripture in all its
fullness to understand how God intends
it to be.
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WHICH STORY WILL YOU LIVE?

?

Is our humanity defined by our deepest desires?
Is it defined by God? Do we look within?
Do we look up to the one who made us, loves us and died for us?

GENESIS 2
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on
the seventh day God finished his work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work that he had done. 3 So
God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on it God rested from all his
work that he had done in creation.
1

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground
the Lord God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and
brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. And whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name.
18

The man gave names to all livestock and to
the birds of the heavens and to every beast of
the field. But for Adam there was not found a
helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh.
20

These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created,
in the day that the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens. 5 When no bush of the field
was yet in the land and no small plant of the
field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God
had not caused it to rain on the land, and
there was no man to work the ground, 6 and
a mist was going up from the land and was
watering the whole face of the ground—
7
then the Lord God formed the man of
dust from the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living creature.
4

And the rib that the Lord God had taken
from the man he made into a woman and
brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of
my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.”
22

Therefore a man shall leave his father and
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man
and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed.
24

And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden,
in the east, and there he put the man whom
he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the
Lord God made to spring up every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The
tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
8

A river flowed out of Eden to water the
garden, and there it divided and became four
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It
is the one that flowed around the whole land
of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone
are there. 13 The name of the second river is
the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around
the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of
the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
10

The Lord God took the man and put him
in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.
16
And the Lord God commanded the man,
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
15
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE REALLY SAY
ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY?

1

THE OLD TESTAMENT

GENESIS 1-2
• The equality of the sexes.
• The complementarity of the
sexes.
THE NATURE OF MARRIAGE
• Marriage is permanent.
• Marriage is between a man
and a woman.
• Marriage is exclusive.

?

Where do Jesus and Paul turn
for their understanding of 		
marriage?

Both Paul (1 Cor. 6) and Jesus (Mt. 19)
rely on the teaching of Genesis for
establishing their sexual ethics and
theology of marriage. The creation
stories are not merely descriptive.
They are normative.

GENESIS 19
Sodom and Gomorrah
• Isaiah 1:7-17
• Ezekiel 16:49-50
• Luke 10:10-12
• Jude 7
We must conclude that this passage is
relevant to the biblical story about sex
and sexuality, but in the context of our
cultural debate about sexuality this is
not a helpful passage to turn to.
LEVITICUS 18 & 20
• 20:26 • You shall be holy to me,
for I the Lord am holy and have
separated you from the peoples,
that you should be mine.
•

18:22 • You shall not lie with a
male as with a woman; it is an
abomination.

•

20:13 • If a man lies with a male as
with a woman, both of them have
committed an abomination; they
shall surely be put to death; their
blood is upon them.

2

OLD TESTAMENT LAW IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

While much Old Testament law has
been fulfilled in Christ and thereby
superseded, much of it remains
relevant and applicable. It is sometimes
helpful to distinguish between ritual
law (which is no longer applicable) and
moral law (which is still applicable),

3

but be careful doing so. These are not
categories that Jesus would have used,
and our discussion of the use of the
Old Testament in the New Testament
deserves to be as subtle and careful as
the text of Scripture demands.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11 & 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-11
• malakoi
• arsenokoitai
ROMANS 1
By and large our culture says that sex is good when there is consent and
commitment. Scripture says that sex is good when there is complementarity and
covenant. In other words, only when there is complementarity between the sexes –
male and female – and when sex takes place in the covenant of marriage it is good.
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CONCLUSION
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TRANSGENDERISM: UNDERSTANDING
ITS ANTHROPOLOGY AND ASSESSING ITS
HOPE FOR WHOLENESS

?
1

What is the gender revolution? What view of being human does
transgenderism require? Are the methods and results of “transitioning”
safe and sufficient?
SITUATING TRANSGENDERISM IN ITS STORY

THE GENDER REVOLUTION
The foundation of gender has shifted from biology to psychology and sociology,
making human identity limitless and fluid.
KEY TERMS
Sex: the biological reality of being male or female, chromosomes, anatomy, etc.
Gender: socially constructed roles, behaviors, activities, and attributes that a given
society considers appropriate for men and women
Gender Identity: a person’s deep-seated, internal sense of who they are as a
gendered being; the gender with which they identify
Transgender: an adjective used to describe a person whose gender identity does not
match their biological sex
Intersex: a term to describe conditions in which a person is born with sex
characteristics or anatomy that does not allow clear identification as male or female.
Causes of intersex can be chromosomal, gonadal or genital.
Gender Dysphoria: DSM-5’s technical term for the experience of incongruence
between experienced/expressed gender and biological sex leading to distress or
impairment in social, occupational, or other important areas of functioning.

WHAT CAUSES GENDER DYSPHORIA AND HOW COMMON IS IT?
Causation: we do not know what causes it
Prevalence. “The DSM-5 estimates that between 0.005 percent to 0.014 percent
of adult males and 0.002 percent to 0.003 percent of adult females have Gender
Dysphoria…. Findings from other studies put the prevalence estimates in ranges from
1 in 10,000 to 1 in 13,000 males and 1 in 20,000 to 1 in 34,000 females” (Mark Yarhouse,
Understanding Gender Dysphoria, 92).
Trends in treatment are toward encouraging transition.
Reasons for Caution:
•
A high percentage of children with gender dysphoria out grow it
•
The scientific data is sparse and indeterminate
•
Statistics show that transitioning gender does not necessarily decrease unease
in psycho-social adjustments
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UNDERSTANDING THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF TRANSGENDERISM

A DUALISTIC ANTHROPOLOGY (“MIND OVER MATTER ANTHROPOLOGY”):
•
•

Split between body and mind
Prizing the mind over body in determining identity

FOUR IMPLICATIONS OF DUALISTIC ANTHROPOLOGY APPLIED TO GENDER:
1. Being female or male is not a biological fact, but psychological and social
experience.
2. Traditional notions of masculinity and femininity are social constructs and
therefore myths.
3. The idea of only two genders is a myth.
4. If the binary of men and women is a myth, so are the sexual ethics built upon
this foundation (traditional views of gender undergird traditional sexual
ethics).
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ASSESSING THE HOPE OF TRANSGENDERISM:
TRANSITIONING
• The prefix “trans-” and transitioning
Four concerns
1. Is “transitioning” safe enough?—hormones, amputation, novelty
2. Is “transitioning” deep enough?—a surface solution
3. Is “transitioning” congruent enough?—amputated organs and environmentalism
4. Is “transitioning” inclusive enough?—not all dysphoria is respected
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A BIBLICAL VIEW OF GENDER: UNDERSTANDING
ITS ANTHROPOLOGY AND ASSESSING THE HOPE
FOR WHOLENESS

?

How does the biblical view of gender differ from that of the gender
revolution? Biblically, is the human body essential or secondary in
determining true identity? How does the biblical story offer guidance
and hope for those with dysphoria?

1

GENDER ACCORDING TO BIBLICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Gender is relevant from Genesis 1 through Revelation 21

2

UNDERSTANDING THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF
GENDER

Three Essentials of Biblical Anthropology from Genesis 1 and 2
1. Humans are creatures with a Creator (Gen 1:26–27)
2. Humans are a Dynamic Unity (Gen 2:7)
3. Gender Is Written in the Body (Gen 1:26–27; 2:7)
Four Implications of Biblical Anthropology
1. Humans are created, therefore identity issues from the Creator
2. Humans are a dynamic whole, therefore identity cannot be reduced to parts
3. Gender is embodied, therefore when God designed our body he gave us our
gender
4. God made two bodies, male and female, therefore there are two genders,
man and woman
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ASSESSING THE HOPE OF THE BIBLICAL STORY: TRANSFORMATION

1. THE BIBLICAL STORY EXPLAINS THE DEEPER CAUSE OF GENDER DYSPHORIA,
WHILE NOT CONDEMNING THE DYSPHORIC
The prefix “trans-” and transformation: The concept of transformation appears
several times in the New Testament. The biblical idea of transformation shares with
the modern gender movement a desire to transition to another condition. The
Christian wants to put off the old person, and increasingly become the new person,
who is more Christ-like. However, the Christian concept of transformation is unique
from the gender revolution’s idea of transitioning in important ways:
1. A deeper and more inclusive explanation for dysphoria
• To be human is to have touches of dysphoria: incongruence between
feelings within and life without
2. A more secure and less constraining masculinity and femininity
• Contours but not Stereotypes
• Machismo is not biblical masculinity
• We must be careful that gender stereotypes are not the cause of gender
dysphoria.
3. A more complete and profound result
• A new creation! “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17).
• Already and Not Yet: transforming and waiting to be transformed (2 Cor
3:16–18; Rom 12:2; Phil 3:21).
4. A more secure foundation for identity and belonging—not who you are, but
whose you are (1 Cor 13:12)
• You are God’s: “God doesn't know what it is like to be me, for he knows me
better than I know myself…. God knows the true me; the person I really am.”
–Philosopher William J. Mander.
• You are part of God’s Family
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WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO LIVE
GRACIOUSLY IN A POST-CHRISTIAN SOCIETY?
REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE
1 Peter 1:1-2 • Peter, an apostle of Jesus
Christ, to those who are elect exiles
of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, in the sanctification of the
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and
for sprinkling with his blood: May grace
and peace be multiplied to you.

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
... But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

RECOGNIZE WHERE YOU ARE
1 Peter 2:13-14 • Be subject for the Lord’s
sake to every human institution, whether
it be to the emperor as supreme, or to
the governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those
who do good.

DEFEND THE HOPE
1 Peter 3:15-16 • .. in your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and respect, having a good conscience,
so that, when you are slandered, those
who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame.

PURSUE HOLINESS
1 Peter 1:13-16 • Therefore, preparing
your minds for action, and being soberminded, set your hope fully on the
grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient
children, do not be conformed to the
passions of your former ignorance, but
as he who called you is holy, you also
be holy in all your conduct, since it is
written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’.
CULTIVATE COMMUNITY
1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10 • As you come to him,
a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, you
yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices

SUFFER WITH JOY
1 Peter 4:12-14 • Beloved, do not be
surprised at the fiery trial when it
comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to
you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. If you are insulted for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you.
A CONCLUDING THOUGHT ON
COURAGE
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